PREFACE                                     v
one between that of the ultra-conservative and the ultra-
nomenclaturist.
For students it has been necessary hitherto to rely on Sharp's
volumes on Insects in the Cambridge, Natural History, but
these are now out of date, and while very admirable in parts
(e.g. OrtJioptera) are not really adequate in many groups (e.g.
Curculionidce). For training in economic entomology tropical
groups are so important that Indian Insect Life has been in
constant use in this College, but is now no longer obtainable.
The underlying idea of this book is best expressed as follows :
Imagine seven entomologists in Piccadilly Circus, and that they
see a beetle crossing the road. The systematist says, " Carabus
octodecimpunctata Smith var. Nigro-fasciata Jones," and his
interest ends there. The morphologist says, " Beetle, with
undeveloped hypopharynx, dieroistic egg-tubes, etc., etc.," and
his interest ends. The collector says, " Ordinary common
variety, ten males and females in my collection," and passes
on. The Mendelist speculates, thinks back over literature of
inheritance in Carabidce, and wishes he were back in his
library. The evolutionist speculates also, as to the common
ancestor of Carabidce and Dermaptera, as to whether the cara-
boid or scarabseoid larva came first, and also passes on specu-
lating. The bionomist says, " Carabid, carnivorous, free
living, no business to be here," and the economic man says
much the same, but wonders what he would do if an out-
break of these occurred in Piccadilly and he was called on
to cope with it. It is the last two men that I attempt to
interest.
Illustrations are reduced to the barest minimum, as I do
not believe in encouraging identification from pictures. Every
student should work with a collection, and, when reading up
a group, have actual specimens to examine and dissect. Some
illustrations are from Indian Insect Life, and therefore not
acknowledged, as they are my copyright.